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What an exciting time to be part of Housatonic! 

Scholars are building on the foundation of Housatonic Community 
College and embracing the opportunities afforded by CT State 
Housatonic. More students than ever are part of our learning 
communities, and our scholars are engaged in learning that will advance 
their educational and career goals. The Foundation’s support helps 
scholars earn a certificate, an Associate degree, transfer to a four-year 
university, or enter the workforce.

Thank you for supporting our scholars’ work, in doing so, you support 
their friends and families, and make our communities stronger. I could not 
be more appreciative of the impact you have in shaping the future of our 
scholars. 

Thank you!
Manuel Gomez Ph.D.
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Message from Housatonic’s Interim CEO

This summer marked an important development at Housatonic Community College. In July, 
Connecticut’s 12 community colleges were merged into one accredited institution called Connecticut 
State Community College (CT State). The Board of Regents of Connecticut State Colleges and 
Universities took this action to enhance institutional and student outcomes and to achieve fiscal savings 
and operational efficiencies.

Housatonic Community College is now CT State Housatonic. The campus remains committed to 
sustaining and building upon its reputation for providing outstanding programs and serving the diverse 
needs of the region’s students and employers. Located in Bridgeport, CT’s largest city, the campus 
serves an eleven-town area in Southwestern CT. Housatonic is a student-centered, national Achieving 
the Dream institution, and strives to provide high quality, accessible instruction and student services 
within an environment of mutual respect among faculty, staff and students.

female students
63%

full-time, part-time degree, 
certificate seeking students

and noncredit students 

4,341

source: 2022-2023 academic year data

74% 63%
students of color age 24 and younger

CT State Housatonic

87
associate degrees & 
certificate programs



Back Row Left: Mark Floramo, Kristy Jelenik, Ben Maini, Matt McCarthy, David Femi, Liz Ball, Douglas Wade, Lindy Lee Gold, 
Jackie Starks, Carmen Colon, Ramon Peralta Front Row Left: Rick Costantini, Manuel Gomez, Laurie Giles, Judith Corprew
Not Photographed: Rina Bakalar, Jennifer Cutrali, Marilyn Ford, Valerie King, Willie McBride Jr.

Dear friends,

Your generosity over the past year made possible the achievements detailed in the following pages. You gave 
students the opportunity to enroll at Housatonic to pursue their dreams of earning a college degree- for most, 
they are the first in their families to attend and graduate college. Your giving removed barriers to persisting, and 
enriched their experience while on campus. Our students thank you, and we thank you.

When you support a community college student, your giving is amplified. The student benefits, their families 
benefit, and the community benefits. Your investment creates a ripple effect, changing generational poverty and 
underachievement to financial security and career success. And your support has never been more important 
than now.

As we look forward to the year ahead, we do so with hope, determination, and an unwavering commitment 
to our mission. We invite you to join us again on this journey as we continue to make a positive impact on our 
community and beyond. 

Your partnership means the world to us. Thank you again for investing in our students.

Judith Corprew  Kristy Jelenik
Board President  Executive Director
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THANK YOU

Total Revenue and Support 

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets, Ending

CT State Housatonic

2022 

2,211,885

1,342,226

869,659

$2,782,051

2023

 1,783,429 

 1,561,797 

 221,632 

 $3,003,683 
Scholarships 
& Awards 
40%

Contributions 
72%

15%

In-Kind 
Contribuitions

Programs 
33%

Realized & Unrealized Gain/(Loss) 
on investments 

10%

Fundraising
 
11%

Special Events

Museum                  
3%

Management & General 

13%

3%

2023 REVENUE AND SUPPORT 2023 EXPENSES

Board of Directors

*Change in net assets due to endowed 
  and restricted gifts.

Financials
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402 students accessed 
Housatonic’s higher education 
learning community and 
persisted semester to 
semester through scholarships 
and emergency fund awards

Students pursued degrees 
in Accounting, Early 
Childhood Education, Human 
Services, Criminal Justice, 
Computer Science, Business 
Administration, Medical 
Assisting, Fine Arts and 
more.  Students also engaged 
in workforce development 
certificate programs such as 
Advanced Manufacturing, 
Community Health Worker, 
Sterile Processing, CNC 
Operator, IT Support Specialist 
and more.

Increasing access and retention through Scholarships and Emergency Assistance Awards Empowering students to launch businesses through the Werth Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship

“During my college journey, I have worked full-time while being a full-time student. I invested as 
much as possible in opportunities to access knowledge and education outside of campus such as my 
participation in the  Yale Summer Enrichment Medical Academy. I was then allowed to spend time at 
a Neuroscience Lab at the Yale School of Medicine. 

Reflecting on it, I realized that during the past year, I have had the most amazing experiences I would 
not have dared to dream of before Housatonic. Your support has removed obstacles and helped me 
overcome others that exist for someone who comes from a disadvantaged background. 

My dream is to become a psychiatrist and serve the immigrant and underserved population of CT. 
I want to fight the mental health stigma and devote all my efforts to bringing awareness to give people 
the tools they need.”

Vitoria was named a DREAM Scholar by Achieving the Dream, Housatonic’s first DREAM Scholar 
and one of only eight scholars nationwide. She graduated Housatonic in May 2023 and is now 
attending Smith College.  
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300+ students received resources, trainings, access to makerspace equipment, 
connections to industry professionals and knowledge experts focused on launching and 
growing their own businesses. Of these students, 11 formalized their business and created 
their LLC, and six students generated sales.

Completing its first full year in operation at Housatonic, the Werth Center is creating 
equitable opportunities for students to engage in entrepreneurship and innovation, and 
support the development of start-up businesses to achieve personal economic and societal 
benefits. 
 

Empowering students to launch businesses through the Werth Center for Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Learn more at IamWerthit.com
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Photograph by Don Hamerman

120 students received wrap-
around supports to advance 
successfully toward degree and 
vocational certificate completion. 
Using a coaching model with a 
combination of financial, academic, 
campus and community resources, 
the Equity Project and FESP (Family 
Economic Security Program) 
increased retention, financial 
security, sense of belonging, work/
school/family balance, overall health 
and wellbeing.

New this year: With support from 
M&T’s Charitable Foundation’s 
Amplify fund, the Justice in Higher 
Education Program was launched 
serving formally incarcerated 
individuals. Twenty justice impacted 
students joined the program and 
enrolled at Housatonic, and the goal 
it to double this number of students 
over the next year.

Ensuring diverse needs of students are met through Equity Programs Decreasing food insecurity through the food pantry

“I’ve been a part of Equity Project since last semester. I think each student should have a chance to 
join or experience what the program offers to students, from all of the coaching support to career 
education. Before I found out about the Equity Project, I didn’t know about everything happening 
on campus, how to get involved or any of the ways the college can help a student like me.  Now, 
I’ve been getting a lot of resources and information about everything that I need to know and 
everything that would help me develop myself. One of my favorite activities was learning about 
financing and how to manage my money.”

-Cheikh
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3,403 students received bags of food from Housatonic’s Food Pantry and monthly 
delivery of fresh fruit and vegetables. More than double that number of family members of 
students also benefited. Working to remove food insecurity supports student learning and 
retention, and donor support makes this happen.  

Students share feedback about the Food Pantry:

“There have been so many times I was missing things at home and couldn’t purchase them. The Pantry 
gave me a sense of security that Housatonic has my back.”

“I work part time and go to school part time so my money is tight. And going to this Pantry guarantees 
that I won’t starve for the week.”

“For me, it has been very helpful because I usually receive cereal for my kids, bread, cookies, tuna and 
many other items that we really need.  And then I save money so I can buy other fresh items like milk, 
juice, and eggs.”

“It’s made monthly expenses less stressful and gives me food that is easily accessible.”

Decreasing food insecurity through the food pantry



920 students engaged in 
advanced manufacturing and 
STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art and math) 
programs, learning enhancement 
and career exploration experiences 
and activities. Donors provided 
student financial assistance, funds 
to organize STEAMfest, and 
equipment, resources and materials 
to meet learning requirements.

Students engaged in Housatonic’s 
offering of 50+ STEAM Associate 
degree and certificate programs. 

Its Advanced Manufacturing 
Technology Center continues to 
provide a direct pipeline of students 
into high-demand manufacturing 
careers, through its 9-month 
program on campus, and through its 
high school programming.
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Career Readiness through STEAM and Advanced Manufacturing

“The Advanced Manufacturing Technology 
Center at Housatonic is proud to jumpstart 
careers in the manufacturing trade for members 
of our local communities. Our 9-month hands-
on training program recruits students that are 
drawn to a non-traditional educational path, 
one that allows them to excel in an environment 
away from traditional lectures. 

In the past 11 years, we have trained over 400 
individuals and set them on a life-changing track. 
These future innovators have immediately seen 
the effects of a position in a high-demand field, 
many already having the opportunity to 
purchase their first car or even their first house!”

Adam Scobie, Director of the 
Advanced Manufacturing Technology Center
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The Housatonic Museum of Art, which holds one of the premier community college art collections in the 
country, remains a powerful resource and inspiration for students, faculty, staff and community members. 
Highlights from the past year include the following:

• Special exhibitions that attracted hundreds of students and community members: 
    -  The Practice of Democracy: A View from Connecticut
    -  The Bridgeport Portrait Project
    -  Gestalt | An Invitational Exhibition of Regional Art Faculty 
    -  From the Concrete I Rose: Breaking Ground for the Next Generation of Artists
    -  Hidden Gems from the Housatonic Museum of Art
    -  Sweet Grass: Dancing with My Ancestors. 

• Three-part Spring Speakers Series of thoughtful and engaging topics that expanded participants’ 
 understanding of visual art. 

    -  “Making Sovereignty: Native American Tourist Art at the Housatonic Museum of Art” with Manon Gaudet
    -  “Painting By Design” with Dr. Cheryl D. Miller
    -  “Sketching in the Sculpture Garden” with Eric March

• An award from the Terra Foundation for American Art to support a first-ever gathering of community  
 college art museum and gallery leaders from across the country to be hosted at CT State Housatonic in 
 October   2024.

Photo features student artists from RYASAP’s Juvenile Review Board 
and the exhibit From the Concrete I Rose: Breaking Ground for the Next 
Generation of Artists, funded by the Eileen Harris Norton Foundation.

Housatonic Museum of Art

Stay updated and learn more at www.housatonicmuseum.edu

Photo credit: Brandon Smith, Whiskey & Oxfords
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$100,000-$499,000
Elisabeth C. DeLuca 
  Foundation
Fairfield County’s Community 
  Foundation
M&T Charitable Foundation
  AF-CT
Piper 255 fund
The Werth Family Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Almira Family Foundation
Bank of America Charitable 
  Foundation
Elizabeth M. Pfriem Trust
Pritchard Foundation
The Ernest Trefz & Joan Trefz 
  Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
Barbara Benton Davis Fund
City of Bridgeport- Office of 
  the City Treasurer
Gene Haas Foundation
McGrath Family Fund
Patriot Bank
Sikorsky-A Lockheed Martin 
  Company

$10,000-$19,999
Bannow Larson Foundation
David and Eunice Bigelow 
  Foundation
Elizabeth Fray
Goldberg Family Fund
KeyBank Foundation
Lone Pine Foundation
Edward S. Moore Family Fund
Near & Far Aid Association, Inc.
Pitney Bowes Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
The Scripps Famiy Fund for 
  Education and the Arts
Peter Werth

$5,000-$9,999
American Association of 
  University Women
Amore Propre Fund
  Lindy Lee Gold
ASML Holdings
Elizabeth Ball
Barden Foundation
Bedford Family Social 
  Responsibility Fund
Crabbe and Reinertsen Family 
  Fund
Eileen Harris Norton Foundation
Entrepreneurship Foundation
Fairfield County Bank
Live Nation
Moore Tool Company

$2,500-$4,999
Alliance for Community 
  Empowerment
Judith Corprew
First County Bank Foundation
Ben Maini
The Mellen Foundation
Reynolds & Rowella LLP
The WorkPlace, Inc.
Yale New Haven Health

$1,000-$2,499
Bead Industries, Inc.
Martin Burger
Caroline Calder
Connecticut Humanities
Jennifer Cutrali
The Delaney Memorial 
  Foundation
Gerald T. Fisher
Marilyn Ford
Frances J. Gerber
Brad Hardy
Holo-Krome, Manufacturing 
  Division of Fastenal
Aimee Marchetti
Bob and Marianne H. Laska

Candace Mayer
Matthew McCarthy
Andrew Pelletier
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
Dwayne Smith
Jackie Starks
Kim Taylor
Douglas Wade
Robbin Zella

$500-$999
Anonymous
Council of Churches of Gr. Bpt. 
Double Good
Leah Davenport
Cosmo Filiberto
Janis M. Hadley
Judith A. Jackson
Kristy Jelenik
McMellon Bros., Inc
William C. McBride
Ramon Peralta
Eddie Rodriguez
Jonathon D. Sedgwick
Andrew Siegel
Tauck Family Foundation

Up to $499
Anonymous
Moira Adams
Ronald A. Ahrens
Asher Albaz
Treshawn Alexander
Sara Al-Hameedi
Judy Al-Hamwy
Dakota Amato
Thomas Anastasio
Kevin Arante
Deborah Atchinson
Judith Augustin
Robin L. Avant
Melissa Baccala
Rina Bakalar
Vincent Baldassano
Lupita Barajas

Donna Barkon
Sandra Barnes
Edward Becker
Kellie Bielonko
Stanley Biga
Joan H. Brown
Joanne Brown
Kerry Brown
John Bruno
Sharri Butler
China Byrd
Isaac Cadena
Rachel Cain
Katrina Camerato
Natanya Campbell
Kristen Carley
Marcia Carvalho
John C. Cerreta
Edwin Chapman
Ann Chernow
Olivia Chiang
Paul Churchill
Sarah Churchill
Timothy W. Clark
Thomas Clements
Claudine J. Coba-Loh
Carmen Colon
Barbara Combs
State of Connecticut Office 
  of the Comptroller
Rachel Connell
Jim Connolly
Matthew Conway
Enrico R. Costantini
Kyle Cowen
Andrea D. Cox
Catherine Cron
Jose Cuapio
Deloris Curtis
Terry Dagradi
Scott Davis
Asantewa Dawson
Robin Debacker
Keurline Desilier
Pavony Dias

The success of our students is greatly boosted by you, all of our generous donors and partners. 
Thank you for making a significant and direct impact on the lives of our students and community. 

Thank you for your Support



Jay Dirnberger
Elizabeth Doane
James Doebrick
Teresa A. Domnauer
Marc Donald
Kyle Donaldson
Richard DuPont
Jere Eaton
Yolanda M. Edwards
Joyce L. Epstein
Christopher Estrada
Vickie Fabrizio
John Favret
David Femi
Carolyn A. Fernandes
Mary-Vienessa Fernandes
Zanetta Fisher
Sandra Fitzpatrick
Stephanie Flynn
Assunta Franco
Theresa K. Frazier
Friends of the Bridgeport 
  Public Library
Pam Gelder
Kyra Gembka
Eugene J. Gentile
Laurie Giles-Shipp
Kristina Gonzalez
Mark Gore
Theodore L. Grabarz
David Graham
Davids Green
Susan Greene
William R. Griffin
Felisha Guirand-Fleurimond
Isaac Gyimah
Meg and Michael Hall
Michael Hashemi
Kim Hein
Adair W. Heitmann
Joslynn Hernandez
Angelina Hinojosa
Fiona K. Hodgson
Richard Hubbard
Micaiah Hunter
Lovell Hunter
Juanita James
Barbara P. Johnson
Jerome Kapp
Alethea Kavarnos
Alfred Kaye
Deborah Kaye
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Jeffrey Kiernan

Changsub Kim
Stephane Kirven
Sean Koehler
Helena Kolarich
Helen Koven
Debra Kressu-owen
Michael La barbera
Jamicia  Lackey
Mark Leach
John M. Lee
Christopher Lee
Mary K. Lee-Dubon
Charlotte K. Lefland
Aaron Lefland
Lawrence Lefland
Letizia Lettieri
David Levy
Cynthia A. Lidman
Richard Liskov
Omar Livingston
Kaila Lliguaipuma
Joan Lloyd
Kristin Lund
Carla Mackintosh
David S. Majewski
Gani Manelli
Steven Mark
Charles Marrelli
Brianna Martin
Luis Martinez
Leona May
Glenn McCue
Patricia McDonnell
Laura McGowan
Carmen Medina-Ruiz
Jacob Melamed
Evelyn Melendez
RJ Mercede
Kathleen F. Micinilio
Artur Mierzejewski
Marcy Minnick
James R. Miron
Maria Mladoniczki
Kyle Moeller
Myra Molina
Pablo Montes
Monica Moore
Letizia Morales
Wanda Mulero
Emily Munk
Bruce and Jocelyn Murray
Debbie Nadan
Barry Nalebuff
Network for Good

Francis Nieva
Carmen Nieves
Jennifer Nohai-Seaman
Lindsey Norton
Angelica Ortega
Benjamin Ortiz
Channell Osorio
Patrick Padden
Kathleen Padden
Juan Palencia
Lorraine G. Palmer
James Pandaru
Antonios Pappantoniou
Bernard Pasierb
Josephine Pelaggi
Emily Petrizzi Osborne
Mario Pierce
Andrew Pinto
Lydia Pizarro-Quesada
Christopher Rallo
Jeremy Ramos
Tatiana Rampino
Victoria Randolph
Farshad Ravanshad
Kevin Redmond
Joe Reifman
Julio P. Reinoso
Carlos A. Reinoso
Anna Reisman
Robert Reynolds
Kristen Reynolds
Jennifer Reynolds-Kaye
Donald W. Rogers
Tonya Rondinone
Christopher  Rosario
Eddie Rose
Colette Rossignol
Kristen Runk
John Sabulis
Katherine Saint
Rebecca Samberg
Alyssa Santiago
Adam Scobie
George Scobie
Kaylin Serrano
Richard L. Shaefer
Nanci J. Shapiro
Geoffrey Sheehan
Kristina Shoenthal
Jaime Sinnolai
Christina Smith
Catherine Smith
Nessah Smith
Karyn Smith

John Soltis
Orlando Soto
Elizabeth Steeves
Zach Steeves
Douglas Steeves
Georgette Sussman
Daniel Sussman
Jeffrey Sussman
Allison Sweeney
Elizabeth Sylvia
Frederick M. Tapper
Janet P. Tate
Kellie Taylor
Anisha Thomas
Lane Tomey
Janet M. Toplansky
Angelo Torres
Emmanuel Torres
Ellen P. Tower
Tracy M. Tyree
Derek Uhlman
Peter Ulisse
Alexandros Valiantis
Sokratis J. Vlantis
Erika Vogel
Nancy and Peter von Euler
Carol Webb
Marilyn Wehr
Dianne Wildman
Tuere Williams
John R. Williams
Timothy Willis Jr.
Deneva M. Wilson
Kimberly Wood
Robert Wyckoff
Xcel Tool and Manufacturing Co.
Hui Jin Ying
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We make every effort to maintain an accurate list. 
If you find an error, please contact Ally Kavarnos: 
AKavarnos@Housatonic.edu or call 203-332-5114

Scan the QR code below to visit the 
Housatonic Community College Foundation 
website for further impact over the years   

Photos on cover and pages 3, 4, 5 and 7 
by Don Hamerman  (hamerman.com)



Establish a Scholarship
You can honor or memorialize a loved one with a named-scholarship, 
or nurture a tradition of philanthropy among your family by creating a 
scholarship to benefit Housatonic students.

Give Stock  
Gifts of appreciated stocks may offer substantial tax advantages. The 
Housatonic Foundation accepts direct transfers of securities.

Make an Annual Gift
Your donation can be received via our secure online donation page at 
HousatonicFoundation.org/donate/donate-now or mail your check to 
the address below.

Consider a Bequest
You can elect to remember Housatonic with a bequest in your will 
which may also have estate tax planning benefits. Through a bequest, 
we can help you build your legacy and achieve your charitable goals. 

Make a Corporate Matching Gift
Many employers offer matching gifts that will  increase the value and 
impact of your gift. Contact your human resources department to learn 
if your company participates.

Give Through Your Donor Advised Fund
If you have a donor advised fund with a commercial bank, investment 
firm or community foundation, you can recommend a grant award to 
the Housatonic Foundation.

Whether you want to inspire a Housatonic 
student, honor or remember a loved one 
or support an academic program, the 
Housatonic Foundation is here to help 
make your giving experience enjoyable 
and meaningful. You can make a difference 
in many ways.

Housatonic Community 
College Foundation, Inc.

900 Lafayette Blvd. 
Bridgeport, CT 06604

203-332-5078 
HousatonicFoundation.Org

The HCC Foundation Inc. is a non-profit organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Your Impact Continued

MISSION The Housatonic 
Community College Foundation 
expands access to quality, 
affordable higher education and 
works closely with the college to 
enhance the learning experience 
and workforce development 
education and training of students. 
Efforts focus on increasing student 
retention and completion, and 
providing opportunities for career 
readiness. Its mission is to solicit, 
secure and manage contributions 
from the private sector through 
philanthropic individuals, 
corporations and foundations for 
the benefit of CT State Housatonic.

Executive Director Kristy Jelenik welcomes your 
call or email to answer questions and provide help. 
KJelenik@Housatonic.edu or 203.332.5078


